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You stand, your heart racing,  
Breath quickening, your stomach twists and turns 

Sweat dripping from your brow, time stops and then starts again, 
The next hour goes by in a flash, your body moves, your voice sings 
Your brain fires…then you hear it,                        

That wave of applause and you realise...       
This won’t be the last time you step on stage…
Show me the money.

Hello there,

Here at Bristol Old Vic we are committed to trying to make everything we do open to everyone who want to do it, we don’t like the idea that some people might not be able to get involved because of cost.  So we really try to keep the cost low for you without sacrificing the brilliant experience you have.  In an effort to allow more of you to get involved, we have come up with this fundraising pack,(or show me the money pack) which we hope, will help you find the funds needed for what you want to do.  This might be for the relatively small amount of £75 for Young Company Membership, or maybe the cost of one of our brilliant Easter or Summer Schools, or even for a whole years worth of activity at Bristol Old Vic.
Whatever it is we think this will help.

So the sooner you start, the more money you can raise. The best way to raise funds is to apply to as many places as possible so you have a better chance of being accepted at at-least one place.

Some examples of places you can find funds from are these:

· Yourself (get apart time job)

· General Fundraising (like a sponsored walk)
· A private firm/Local business
· Council
· Community/religious groups/clubs/organisation
· Local businesses
· Parent/ Guardian place of work
· Schools
Here are some guidelines and general ideas for successful fundraising which may help you:

Get involved

Try and include as many friends and family to help you to raise as much cash as you can.

Get out there

Make sure as many people know what you are trying to do, spread the word, think facebook, YouTube, local press.
Get thinking

Think of as many ideas as possible, then plan, then think again, then plan, then budget, then think some more, share your plan, get some feedback, then think some more.

Get personal

Let people know what their dosh is going towards. Tell them why you need their help and what sort of difference it will make. If you get the squids, thank them, maybe invite them to a performance, and ask us to give them a free ticket. 

Fun Fundraising

Here are some other effective ways of raising money:

Sponsored events, such as a sponsored silence, sponsored run or sponsored sing.
Arranging a quiz night, or a karaoke evening.

Ask your school if you can hold a non-uniform day. Ask students to pay a small fee to wear casual clothes for a day.

Maybe something which also shows off your skill in the activity you want to do at the Bristol Old Vic, like a piece of front room theatre, charge an entrance fee on the door. 

Try and come up with something that reflects your personality, doesn’t cost a lot of money but raises a lot.
Remember to check legal constraints it is crucial to tell people what they are giving money to, before you start a fundraiser.

Grant Making Trusts
Grant making charities are charities dedicated to giving money to worthy causes like charities or individual fundraising.  Most Grant making trusts are bombarded with applications, so make sure that your application stands out from the rest, put time and effort into making it a good application to an appropriate trust. Sometimes applying can be complicated, because different trusts have different polices and deadlines. So ensure that you find a trust that matches your personal needs.

Private Firms/Local Business
Usually small local businesses will be happy to contribute towards your activity, if they can see the need is genuine. The only way to bag the cash from small firms is to write a lot of letters/emails but if you have a local butcher, or grocer why not just have a chat and see what happens. For addresses, try your local Chamber of Commerce or use the internet.

You could also try and hit the big boys like, Orange, Vodaphone, Virgin, etc, you wont know if you don’t ask. 
Local Library Resources
Most Libraries have books and publications on Sponsorship. Larger Reference libraries such as the Bristol City Library and the National Library have loads of really up to date information. Get your read on.
Bristol City Council

The Bristol City Council are given a sum of money each year by the government and this money is provided to give young people the opportunities and resources to ‘get involved’. You can find out all the details of this funding by going on http://www.bristol.gov.uk/ccm/navigation/community-and-living/youth-support/youth-opportunity-fund/
Info Online
http://www.ideastap.com/IdeasFund
Got a creative project that needs funding?

Aged between 16-25?

Based in the UK?

Then the Ideas Fund is for you.

http://www.studentcashpoint.co.uk/Default.aspx
Student Cash Point is a FREE website designed to help students like you find the funding you need to cover the costs of going to college and university.

http://www.family-action.org.uk/section.aspx?id=1019
http://www.dsc.org.uk/Home
http://www.princes-trust.org.uk
There are more than one million young people in the UK not in education, employment or training. The Prince's Trust focuses its efforts on those people who need the help the most.
http://www.fideliocharitabletrust.org.uk/index.php
Fidelio welcomes applications for grants in support of the Arts, in particular the dramatic and operatic arts, music, speech and dance.

Applications

The most important thing to remember is that any application you make has to be relevant and clear. Make sure you include:

· Your name, address and age.
· Your occupation or the school/college you attend

·  Why you are applying. Tell them about the Bristol Old Vic and give details of the activity you want to do. Also give them details of your family circumstances and background. Remember also to tell them about you passions and interests and why you would like to attend the.

· Point out that Bristol Old Vic is a charity, Registered Charity no 228235
· Include the cost/ fees of the course and also maybe the other costs of being involved, like travel.

· keep copies of all your correspondence, so you know who to thank when you get the cash.
f you have difficulty in writing your letter, here is an example letter, which you may copy.

 (DATE)                                                                                    (ADDRESS)

Dear sir/ madam (Much better if you can find out a persons name)

My name is (……….) and I am currently attending (NAME OF SCHOOL) I would like to apply for a training course at Bristol Old Vic Theatre  with their Young Company. The course starts on (……..) and ends on (…….)

(In this gap write why it matters to you that you get a place, and what you hope to achieve by getting a placement)

At the moment I am seeking funding, grants, bursary or sponsorship, and would appreciate any help your organisation could offer me.
(Include the cost/ fees of the course and everything you need money for while doing that activity)

Bristol Old Vic is an amazing theatre, and its Young Company is one of the best in the country, it has become a centre of artistic excellence for young people looking for training in the performing arts and hopefully with your support, I can be a part of it.

I look forward to hearing your response,

Yours sincerely 

(…………..)
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