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You stand, your heart racing,  
Breath quickening, your stomach twists and turns 

Sweat dripping from your brow, time stops and then starts again, 
The next hour goes by in a flash, your body moves, your voice sings 
Your brain fires…then you hear it,                        

That wave of applause and you realise...       
This won’t be the last time you step on stage…
Welcome 
Bristol Old Vic Young Company is an extraordinary ever changing ensemble of young people aged from 7 to 25 who are driven by theatrical curiosity.  We welcome anyone who has enthusiasm, commitment and a passion to be creative.
We believe
We believe every Young Company workshop, show, project – anything you do with us – should be safe, fun, creative, exciting and challenging. We believe every young person should have the chance to get involved and that the people we work with are as important as the plays we make.
We encourage discovery, taking risks, bravery and occasional stupidity while enabling everyone involved to develop personally, socially and culturally.
We want you to feel at home here, whether that’s performing, watching a show, or chilling with a drink in the café.
Some words we like, that we try to encourage in every aspect of our work

Generosity, honesty, imagination, passion, integrity, discovery, play, fun, risk, instinct, emotion, ambition, and commitment… (if you think we’ve missed any please let us know) 
“This is an outstanding young company…who never let the quality slip”






Evening Post on Samson and Delilah
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All sessions take place at Bristol Old Vic on King Street. 
Mondays:
Year 7 & 8  



6pm to 8pm

Tuesdays 
Year 10 & 11



6pm to 8pm
Wednesdays Year 9



6pm to 8pm

Dance Theatre (intermediate)
8pm to 10pm

Thursday 
16 to 25



6pm to 8pm
Writing for theatre


6pm to 8pm

Friday 
Dance Theatre (beginners)

6pm to 8pm

Saturdays: 
Year 3 & 4 



10.30am to 11.30am


Year 5   
 


11.45am to 1pm


Year 6    



1pm to 2pm
Performance Sessions
These performance sessions aim to bring young people together to create, explore and play while enabling them to make extraordinary work.  Lead by professional artists all with enhanced CRB disclosures, the sessions focus on skills based work such as physical theatre, movement, improvisation, devising, acting techniques, and vocal creativity. Sessions are always fun, challenging and creative.
Specialist sessions in Dance Theatre and Writing for Theatre teach skills specific to those disciplines.
Fees
Under 11s £65 per term 
Over 11s £75 per term
What do you get
· A minimum of 10 weeks, usually a 12 week term of performance sessions run by professional actors, directors and artists
· VIP Theatre Nights with Free Tickets to Bristol Old Vic productions on preview or press nights (subject to availability)

· Opportunity to participate in at least 1 production per year (over 11s)

· Discounts on specialist workshops

· Discounts on  half term intensive workshops

· Discounts on our incredible Easter and Summer Schools
Getting involved
If you like the sound of what we do, and you want to join in, just visit our Website; www.bristololdvic.org.uk/bovyc find your group, fill out the Welcome form and you’ll be on stage before you know it. You’ll need to fill out the Welcome form accurately, so that we know who to call if you hit your head– It doesn’t happen very often, honest! 
Once you’ve filled out the Welcome form you can then pay by card and we’ll email you a receipt and any other info you might need.
The fee is payable before or at the beginning of each term online, by phone or in hand at your first session by cash, cheque or card.  If you need to make other arrangements please give us a call.  
Once you have registered and paid for your place in the Young Company you have committed to the term, refunds will generally not be given.  If you are forced to withdraw for reasons beyond your control refunds will be offered at the theatre’s discretion.

If we have to cancel sessions due to unforeseen circumstances, like snow, flood, or a seagull invasion, sessions unfortunately can not be re-scheduled.
Discounts

We do offer a multiple session discount for people who want to attend more than one session and a sibling discount for families with more than one family member attending.  The discount is 10%, please call Rosie for more info 0117 9493993.
Bursary Places

We do offer a limited number of supported/bursary places – please get in touch with Rosie for more details or download an application form from the website.
Act Fast
All places are allocated on a first come, first served basis, so get in there fast  If there is no room for you, its not because we don’t like you, its just because the session is full. We will add you to our waiting list and keep you informed of when a space becomes available.  We will also offer let you know about our one off workshops and holiday intensives so at least you will have some way of being involved.
“…It’s great and I’m not just typing that! I am overwhelmingly privileged to be apart of such an amazing company of talented leaders, directors and young people” 

Joey, Young Company Member
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Productions 
Professional, quality, public performances are at the heart of the work we do. We try to have at least 3 public performances each year, usually a different production every term, with differing age ranges and a variety of performance styles.. These opportunities are usually available to the 11+ groups, while termly sharings and special performance events keep our junior members busy.
There is no audition to be part of a production, but you must be able to commit to the rehearsal schedule, be prepared to work hard and be able to deal with at least 8 hours (usually 2 eve’s) of rehearsal each week. 
For every show we make we usually have approximately 120 hours of rehearsal as a minimum, which makes your young company membership fee exceptionally good value, as there is no extra cost to be part of a production.
As well as the opportunity for young company members to be actors and performers, productions also offer the opportunity to develop other theatre skills such as Assistant Directors, Assistant Designers, Musicians and Writers, further broadening the creative experience.  
Each show that we make could have between 12 and 200 people performing in it, with shows being performed in the Studio, on the Theatre Royal, in the Paintshop or Basement at the Bristol Old Vic and even outdoors at events such as the Bristol Harbour Festival.
With every production we also try to give techies a chance to get involved, whether that’s being a Stage Manager, Lighting or Sound Designer. There are often opportunities within productions for young people to gain experience in the workings of the theatre world back stage.

“I didn’t expect a young cast to deliver such a powerful, wise, inventive and though-provoking performance”

Suit Yourself Magazine on BRAVE

Charged with youthful hormones and blended with huge physicality, this was a cracking production”

Venue Magazine on Our Country’s Good

“This is the Young Company at its exuberant, imaginative, creative best.”

Gloucester Gazette on Two

Photography and Video

From time to time we may want to use pictures and or video material of the young company members for marketing purposes. If you do not wish to give permission for this please let us know on the Welcome form. 

Your information  

The safety and security of our Young Company members is paramount.  We will ask you to provide us with current contact details and emergency contact numbers and any medical information you feel we should be aware of.  This information will not be disclosed to any other parties.  It is essential the information you fill in on the Welcome form is accurate and detailed, and if anything changes you must keep us up to date.
FAQ’s
Agency? Collaboration?
We do not operate as a casting agency for young performers but we are open to other companies and individuals that may wish to work and collaborate with us and or the young people themselves.  Obviously any proposed collaboration must be of value and benefit to the young people involved.  Just get in touch and share your thoughts.
Dreams

At Bristol Old Vic we do a huge amount for young people already, however we would like to do a whole lot more.  We would like to get out into the community, to find the folks who don’t know about what we do yet.  We would like to be able to take one of our Young Company productions to an international festival and provide a life changing experiencing for the young people involved.  We would like to offer more bursary places for those that might not be able to afford what we do here, but all these things need money and resources. 

So if you believe in what we do, you might like to help, maybe through a donation? Give us a call and we can have a chat about it. 
Keep in Touch
If you have any questions about  The Young Company please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

Email: getinvolved@bristololdvic.org.uk
Phone: 0117 9493993

Website: www.bristololdvic.org.uk/bovyc
www.facebook.com/bristolyc
See you soon

Tid, Miranda, Rosie and the team
King Street, Bristol BS1 4ED. UK. 
Telephone 0117 949 3993  fax 0117 949 3996  admin@bristol-old-vic.co.uk  www.bristololdvic.org.uk
Bristol Old Vic Trust Limited. Incorporated in England number 756007 

Registered Charity number 228235. VAT number 752 786300
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